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Four-Week-Old Puppy Survives Rattlesnake Bite, Now in Loving Home 

Good Samaritan and local veterinary teams helped save puppy found with severe facial swelling 
 
Evans, CO —A four-week-old puppy found suffering from a suspected rattlesnake bite has made a full 
recovery after receiving emergency treatment and continued veterinary care at NOCO Humane. 

Keota, a stray Labrador retriever puppy, was rushed to Pets Emergency Hospital by good Samaritan 
Caleb Schwartz after he noticed significant swelling along her lower jaw and the side of her face. The 
hospital immediately administered antivenom and pain medication. A Weld County Animal Control 
officer then transported Keota to NOCO Humane’s Weld Campus for continued veterinary care and 
sheltering. 

The swelling was so severe that Keota could not comfortably open her mouth. NOCO Humane’s Animal 
Care team softened her food to make eating easier, while the Veterinary Services team closely 
monitored her condition and managed her pain. 

Although the swelling began to improve, tissue surrounding the bite later started to deteriorate. Keota 
was placed under anesthesia so NOCO Humane’s Veterinary Services team could remove damaged 
tissue, thoroughly clean the wound, and place a drain in her jaw to support continued healing. 

Keota improved day by day, and as the swelling subsided, her playful personality began to emerge. Her 
recovery faced one additional setback when she was diagnosed with giardia, an intestinal parasite. After 
receiving treatment and a specialized diet, she was cleared of the infection one week later. 

Keota’s recovery was made possible through the quick action and collaboration of a concerned 
community member, Pets Emergency Hospital, Weld County Animal Control, and NOCO Humane. Now, 
after overcoming a venomous bite, surgery, and illness within the first several weeks of her life, Keota is 
safe and healthy with her new family. 

NOCO Humane encourages pet owners to seek emergency veterinary care immediately if they suspect 
their animal has been bitten by a rattlesnake, as swelling and tissue damage can progress rapidly. 
 
Media availability:  
Good Samaritan: Caleb Schwartz is available for interviews and can be reached at 970.405.5779. 
Adopter: Available for interview upon request.  
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About NOCO Humane  
Founded in 1969, NOCO Humane (formerly known as Larimer Humane Society) is the largest animal 
welfare organization dedicated to homeless and abused animals in northern Colorado. NOCO 
Humane is more than a shelter, this nonprofit organization serves as a community resource center 
and advocate for fostering compassionate, safe, and responsible relationships between animals and 
people. NOCO Humane provides adoption services, rehoming services, support for pet owners, and 
humane education for all ages. As the leader in animal welfare in northern Colorado, the 
organization holds contracts to provide animal control and sheltering services for Fort Collins, 
Loveland, Berthoud, Timnath, and Larimer County. Additionally, NOCO Humane provides animal 
sheltering services for Greeley, Evans, Weld County, Johnstown, and Wellington. It is a local, 
independent nonprofit not affiliated with national organizations such as ASPCA or the Humane 
Society of the United States and does not receive funding from these organizations. To learn more 
about NOCO Humane, please visit nocohumane.org.  
 
NOCO Humane owns and operates three animal shelters in northern Colorado:  
 
Larimer Campus (formerly Larimer Humane Society)  
3501 E 71st St  
Loveland, CO 80538  
 
Weld Campus (formerly The Humane Society of Weld County)  
1620 42nd St  
Evans, CO 80620 

Greeley Adoption Campus 
6525 W 28th Street 
Greeley, CO 80634 
 


