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There are moments in an organization’s lifetime that feel both 
poignant and exciting—for example, when a beloved leader 
takes a well-earned bow and a new voice steps forward to carry 
the mission ahead. For NOCO Humane, that moment is now. 
We are thrilled to introduce Cynthia Setel as NOCO Humane’s 
next Chief Executive Officer, who began her tenure March 2. 

Meet Cynthia Setel
Cynthia joins us with decades of public service and nonprofit 
leadership experience—and a personal passion for the animals 
we serve. Much of her career was rooted in King County, 
Washington, where she served as Chief Financial Officer for the 
County’s Public Health Department and as a Director with the 
Seattle Housing Authority. In recent years, she has focused her 
expertise on interim executive leadership—guiding 
mission-driven organizations through pivotal transitions with 
steadiness and clarity.

But what makes Cynthia’s appointment especially meaningful to 
us? Her compassion for animals in need. Her connection to this 
mission goes beyond the professional—it's deeply personal.
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I’ve spent years fostering cats and dogs and 
experienced the joy that comes from bringing animals 
and their people together. It’s deeply meaningful work, 
and I’m honored to join NOCO Humane and build upon 
the extraordinary foundation laid by those who came 
before me. I look forward to listening first, learning 
quickly, and stewarding the organization’s next chapter 
with care and compassion.

— Cynthia Setel, Incoming CEO



After an eight-month national search for NOCO Humane’s next 
leader, Judy Calhoun leaves the organization in good hands. 
“I am delighted to pass the baton to a seasoned leader like 
Cynthia—someone who deeply understands the power of 
community and the essential role it plays in strengthening a 
nonprofit,” expressed Calhoun, outgoing CEO. 

Throughout the search process, the Board of Directors remained 
committed to strong governance and long-term community 
impact, and they are confident Cynthia is the right leader to guide 
NOCO Humane into its next chapter. “Cynthia’s diversity of 
executive-level experience in organizations large and 
small—from governmental to faith-based—will help strengthen 
our teams and ensure NOCO Humane continues to serve both 
pets and people with compassion and excellence,” remarked 
NOCO Humane's Board Chair Lyle SmithGraybeal.

What This Means for Our Community
NOCO Humane’s strategic priorities and day-to-day operations 
will remain unchanged. The programs and services you trust and 
support—adoption, rehoming, animal control, humane education, 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 community outreach, and more—will continue without 
interruption. Our experienced leadership team, dedicated staff, 
and incredible volunteers remain committed to the mission.

NOCO Humane is up to great things and looks forward to 
continuing its impact across northern Colorado, helping pets and 
the people who love them.

Thank you, as always, for your unwavering support of NOCO 
Humane. It is your generosity and community spirit that make 
this work possible. We can’t wait for you to get to know Cynthia, 
and we know she can’t wait to meet you!

CELEBRATING 
JUDY CALHOUN
It would be impossible to welcome what’s next without honoring 
what has been. Judy Calhoun’s 17-plus years at the helm of 
NOCO Humane have shaped this organization in ways that will 
be felt for generations to come. Under her leadership, NOCO 
Humane grew from a local shelter into a regional leader in 
animal welfare—a trusted community resource for both animals 
and the people who care for them. Congratulations, Judy! May 
your next adventure be filled with joy, new horizons, and all the 
excitement that comes with turning a fresh page! 

WATCH A VIDEO 
CELEBRATING JUDY’S 
IMPACT

MEET 
CYNTHIA



GLORIA’S JOURNEY 
HOME
Erin Jeffrey wasn't expecting to find a cat on a routine water 
sampling trip near Grand Junction. But when a scraggly, matted 
feline slowly wandered toward her after some gentle coaxing, 
Erin knew she couldn't leave her behind. 

"I could tell she needed help," Erin said. "And so I said, 
'Okay, you're coming with me!'"

Erin drove her all the way back to northern Colorado, gave her 
food and a warm bed for the night, before bringing her to NOCO 
Humane's Larimer Campus the next morning. Our Veterinary 
Services team discovered dehydration, hair loss, and sores 
hidden beneath her severely matted fur. Another thing they 
found? The perfect name for this sweet girl—Gloria.

Gloria received a rehydration plan and a medical groom to 
remove the dense mats covering her body. Once the mats were 
shaved away, our team also discovered a small abscess under 
her chin, which was successfully removed. Gloria healed 
beautifully.

When Gloria was ready for adoption, she left the same way she 
arrived—by Erin’s side. Erin and her family felt a bond from the 
very first night in their home and decided to bring her home for 
good. Today, Gloria cuddles with Erin's seven-year-old at 
bedtime, stretches lazily during pets, and enjoys exploring her 
new digs. 

Because of your support, lost animals like Gloria get the 
care—and the second chances—they desperately need. 
Thank you for supporting our mission!

FROM GUARDED TO 
GRATEFUL
When Saje arrived at NOCO Humane, the six-year-old Labrador 
retriever mix was carrying a heavy load of fear. She was tense 
and withdrawn—retreating from staff, ears pinned, body stiff. 
Even routine care was a struggle; when staff attempted to 
vaccinate her, she thrashed against the process, making it clear 
just how overwhelmed she was.

To support Saje, our Veterinary Services team prescribed 
behavior medication to help ease her anxiety and set her up for 
success. With that foundation in place, Behavior & Enrichment 
Coordinator, Teagan Sullivan, took Saje under her wing.

“With patience and plenty of treats, we were able to 
gradually earn her trust over the course of a few days to 
weeks,” Teagan shared. The results speak for 
themselves: “Now, she happily greets people at the front 
of her kennel with a loose, wiggly body and a much 
brighter demeanor.”

Today, Saje still has moments of caution—especially around 
men—but she grows braver every day. And once she decides 
you’re safe? She’ll climb right into your lap and ask for all the 
pets. Your support makes patient, compassionate care for 
homeless pets like Saje possible. Thank you for believing in the 
second chances our team provides every day.
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WALK/RUN TO HELP ANIMALS

MAY 30, 2026
REGISTER TODAY AT

FH5K.ORG
NOCOHUMANE.ORG

ABOUT NOCO HUMANE

VISION
NOCO Humane is a trusted, responsive community 

leader, providing programs and services essential to the high 
quality of life for animals and people in northern Colorado.

MISSION
To further the compassionate, safe, and responsible 

relationship between animals and people.

CONTACT US
LARIMER
CAMPUS

3501 E 71st St
Loveland, CO 80538

970.226.3647 

WELD
CAMPUS
1620 42nd St

Evans, CO 80620
970.506.9550

GREELEY
ADOPTION

CAMPUS
6525 W 28th St

Greeley, CO 80634
970.775.5887

  
 

  
 

  
 

NOCO Humane is an independent nonprofit agency. We are not a 
division of any county or city and are not funded by any national 

animal-welfare organizations. We are a 501(c)(3) corporation and 
we are governed by a volunteer board of directors. 


