
When our Animal Protection & Control 

team received a call from local police 

about a hoarding situation, our officers 

quickly learned they were walking into a 

rescue like no other. �We had to don full 

PPE [personal protective equipment] and 

as we approached the home, you could 

only open the door about 12 inches due to 

the extensive trash and debris,� recalled 

Brett Harris, NOCO Humane�s Director of 

Animal Protection & Control. The conditions that Harris and his 

team encountered inside were shocking: rooms were buried 

under layers of garbage and discarded belongings rising to waist 

level, the air heavy with ammonia that stung the eyes and lungs. 

There was no fresh water, no food, and hiding among the piles of 

trash were more than 20 under-socialized cats, dehydrated 

and starving.

Despite the deplorable conditions, Harris and his team carefully 

navigated each level of the home, rescuing the cats and 

immediately transferring them to NOCO Humane�s Veterinary 

Services team for urgent care.

Thanks to your unconditional generosity, these cats were not 

alone in their journey. Safe and sound at the shelter, it was time 

to get them the care they needed. �We check for infectious 

diseases, dehydration, dental health, and overall condition,� 

explained Dr. Slayter, shelter veterinarian. �Many were shy, but 

physically, they were surprisingly resilient.� 

It was clear that our new friends needed more than 

medical care � they needed patience and tender, 

loving care.
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WATCH THE 

FULL VIDEO:

Larimer Campus:
970-226-3647

facebook.com:
@nocohumane

youtube.com/
@nocohumane

instagram.com/
nocohumane

Weld Campus:
970-506-9550

Greeley Campus:
970-775-5887
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ANSEL�S BIG 

COMEBACK

When one-year-old Shih Tzu mix Ansel arrived at NOCO 

Humane, we knew right away that he needed help�his 

back legs simply weren�t working. X-rays showed no 

fractures, but a second look revealed something 

unexpected: a large bony mass pressing on his spine.

Most spinal issues are difficult to spot, so our Veterinary 

Services team felt fortunate to identify the problem so 

quickly. The x-rays were sent to specialists at Colorado 

State University�s Veterinary Teaching Hospital, who 

agreed to surgically remove the tumor. The surgery was 

not without risk, but without it, Ansel would face a lifetime 

of pain and immobility.

Thanks to donors like you, Ansel got his chance. The 

CSU team successfully removed the tumor, and after a 

few days of recovery under their careful watch, Ansel 

headed into one of our amazing foster homes to begin 

physical therapy. His foster volunteer has been helping 

him rebuild strength and coordination in his hind 

legs�one tiny step at a time.

Today, Ansel is taking confident steps forward�both 

literally and figuratively. His tail wags faster every day as 

he relearns how to walk and play, and thanks to your 

generosity, a once-uncertain future has become a story 

of healing and new beginnings.

GREELEY ADOPTION 

CAMPUS UPDATE 

In its first two months of operation, the new Greeley 

Adoption Campus was already proving to be an incredible 

resource�helping 286 animals find their second chance, 

including 102 dogs, 189 cats, and five small mammals. 

Thanks to the added space and resources this facility 

provides, the Weld Campus in Evans can now 

accommodate more pet surrenders, ensuring even more 

animals get the care and compassion they deserve.

On average, animals who arrive at the Greeley Adoption 

Campus are only waiting five days to find a loving home! 

None of this progress would be possible without the 

generosity and compassion of our amazing 

supporters�thank you for helping us make a 

difference for pets and people across northern 

Colorado! 
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That�s where our Behavior & Enrichment team stepped in. �We 

typically give animals in this situation at least three days of 

decompression, using pheromone spray and a calm, fear-free 

approach to help lower stress levels,� said Cody Weihrauch, 

animal behavior supervisor. Three days turned into a week, and 

one week quickly became two as our feline friends took their time 

to shake off the stress. We knew progress was being made when 

a few furry faces started hanging out by the front of their kennels. 

Not too long after, many of them were asking for pets, responding 

to treats, and engaging in playtime!

Another two weeks passed, and our furry friends were ready for 

adoption. One by one, they were welcomed into loving homes 

where their second chance could truly begin. Several of the 

adopters sent in heartfelt photos of their new family members 

enjoying home-life, snuggling, and being playful companion cats. 

�These cats have been through so much, but thanks to the 

community, they now have the chance to simply be cats again,� 

said Teagan Sullivan, animal behavior coordinator.

At NOCO Humane, these success stories are the heart of our 

work. Helping to transform the lives of 21 cats is only possible 

thanks to the compassion and dedication from supporters like 

you. One case at a time, you are helping turn fear into trust and 

despair into joy. Because of you, these cats�and countless 

others�have a chance to live happy, healthy lives filled with love.

A LITTLE WHISKEY AND 

A LOT OF HEART

When Whiskey the guinea pig arrived at NOCO Humane, his 

family had made the loving but difficult decision to surrender him 

to receive the care he needed. It didn�t take long for our team to 

realize that something wasn�t quite right with this sweet little 

guy�staff noticed a few small spots of blood in his cage, and our 

professional staff quickly got to work.

Whiskey was whisked off (pun intended!) to our Veterinary 

Services team, where x-rays revealed a painful bladder stone. 

Thanks to donors like you, our veterinarians were able to perform 

a cystotomy that same day, removing the stone and helping 

Whiskey feel comfortable again.

This brave piggy recovered beautifully under the watchful eyes of 

our staff and now enjoys a special urinary diet to keep him 

healthy. And the best part? Whiskey found his forever family just 

two weeks later!

Because of your support, small but mighty animals like Whiskey 

get the medical care�and the second chances�they deserve. 

Thank you for making happy endings possible!



  

 

 

  

 

    

 

SAVE THE DATE

FIRE HYDRANT 5K & EXPO

MAY 30, 2026

Spring Canyon Park, Fort Collins

NOCOHUMANE.ORG

ABOUT NOCO HUMANE

VISION

NOCO Humane is a trusted, responsive community 
leader, providing programs and services essential to the high 

quality of life for animals and people in northern Colorado.

MISSION

To further the compassionate, safe, and responsible 
relationship between animals and people.

CONTACT US

LARIMER

CAMPUS

3501 E 71st St
Loveland, CO 80538

970.226.3647 

WELD

CAMPUS

1620 42nd St
Evans, CO 80620

970.506.9550

GREELEY

ADOPTION

CAMPUS

6525 W 28th St
Greeley, CO 80634

970.775.5887

  
 

  

 

  

 

  

  

NOCO Humane is an independent nonprofit agency. We are not a 
division of any county or city and are not funded by any national 

animal-welfare organizations. We are a 501(c)(3) corporation and 
we are governed by a volunteer board of directors. 

FOSTER CARE

VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED

Are you an animal lover 

with a nurturing heart? 

We are seeking loving 

homes to provide 

temporary care for 

animals in need. Your 

support can help shape 

their futures!

LEARN MORE!


