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When 8-month-old Sunshine arrived at our shelter, it was clear 

something was very wrong. Her sweet calico face bore serious 

injuries, and she wasn�t putting weight on her front left leg. Our 

Veterinary Services team suspected she�d been hit by a 

car�her lower jaw was broken, her palate was fractured, and 

walking was a struggle.

Her little body endured so much, and thanks to you, 

she had a whole team helping her heal.

With medical management and TLC, she regained function in 

her injured leg. Next, our veterinary professionals performed a 

delicate surgery to remove the damaged portion of her lower jaw 

and carefully suture the wound�restoring her ability to eat 

comfortably and enjoy a pain-free life. Just one day later, 

Sunshine was already eating with ease and purring, her 

resilience shining through.

An ongoing medical plan was created to ensure Sunshine�s jaw 

and bone structure would heal correctly, and she was welcomed 

into a loving Foster Volunteer�s home for a smooth recovery. 

After two weeks in foster care�playful antics, eating cheese, 

and following her foster everywhere�Sunshine became 

available for adoption. It wasn�t long before a loving family 

brought her home��She is a lively girl who loves to explore! 

She has a healthy appetite and her vet currently does not have 

any concerns with her leg or mouth,� shared Sunshine�s family.  

Your generosity helps provide the resources NOCO 

Humane needs to respond to emergency situations 

such as Sunshine�s, giving her the chance to heal, 

grow, and find a new beginning!

A SUNSHINE STORY: FROM TRAGEDY TO TRIUMPHA SUNSHINE STORY: FROM TRAGEDY TO TRIUMPH

Sunshine before and after her recovery
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You may have heard the news when I first shared it back in 

April: after nearly 17 years serving as CEO of Larimer Humane 

Society �now NOCO Humane�I�ve made the bittersweet 

decision to retire.

As I reflect on these past 17 years, I�m filled with deep gratitude 

and pride. From the launch of the successful Yes on 200 

campaign that made our state-of-the-art Larimer Campus 

possible, to expanding critical animal welfare services, our 

growth as an organization has been remarkable. 

It�s only been possible because of the unwavering 

dedication of our staff, the generosity of our donors, 

and the support of this incredible community. I feel 

fortunate to have played a part in advancing such a 

meaningful mission.

When I accepted this role in 2008, it was with a clear 

understanding that Larimer County was in dire need of a new 

sheltering facility. As the work to fund, design, and build that 

shelter progressed, I knew it would be one of the most 

challenging�and rewarding�efforts of my professional life. 

What I didn�t anticipate was that just six years after opening the 

doors to our Larimer Campus, we�d be envisioning the 

construction of yet another shelter in Weld County to serve an 

even larger portion of northern Colorado.

I�m especially proud of how we�ve grown our reach and 

deepened our impact�including the exciting strides we�ve made 

in Weld County. This fall, we�ll open the doors to our Greeley 

Adoption Campus, marking another important milestone in our 

service expansion. While the Greeley Adoption Campus won�t 

take the place of the brand new shelter we envision for Weld 

County, it will be a tremendous resource to help us bridge the 

gap. (If you�d like to learn more about the new campus, scan the 

QR code in the banner below!) While I remain as passionate as 

ever about this work, I also recognize that now is the right time 

for someone else to take the lead.

The next CEO of NOCO Humane will be joining a strong, thriving 

organization�and will also have the opportunity to help realize a 

long-term vision: building a new sheltering facility that fully meets 

the needs of the pets and people of Weld County. 

I plan to remain an active advocate for that effort�not 

as CEO, but as a committed community member and 

lifelong supporter of this organization and its mission.

I have every confidence in our Board of Directors as they 

continue the national search for NOCO Humane�s next leader, 

and I�m honored to remain in my role throughout the transition to 

help support a smooth and successful onboarding process.

As for what�s next for me�I�m looking forward to a new chapter 

filled with travel, hiking, and time with my spouse. But no matter 

where life takes me, NOCO Humane will always be part of who I 

am. I�ll continue to be a donor, an advocate, and a forever fan of 

the people and animals who make this place so extraordinary.

Thank you for being part of this journey. It has truly been the 

privilege of a lifetime to lead this organization, continually fueled 

by your support and encouragement.

With gratitude,

Judy Calhoun

CEO, NOCO Humane

A LETTER FROM 
THE CEO
A LETTER FROM 
THE CEO

The Greeley Adoption Campus is set to open September 2025! 

Scan the QR code for a sneak peek at our new digs � helping provide more space 
and care for our community�s most vulnerable animals.
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At just six months old, Lilly�a petite French Bulldog�arrived at 

our shelter needing more than just a home. She needed immediate 

medical care.

Shortly after intake, our team noticed a concerning nasal discharge and 

quickly brought her to our Veterinary Services team. The diagnosis was 

clear: Canine Parvovirus. Known simply as Parvo, this highly contagious 

illness can be fatal if not treated immediately.

To prevent contagion within the shelter, Lilly was placed in isolation, 

where she spent several days receiving intensive treatment, including 

lots of fluids and medication to help her tiny body fight the virus. Through 

it all, she remained affectionate and full of heart�her tail wagging even 

as her strength wavered.

Thanks to your support, Lilly didn�t have to face Parvo alone. 

Your generosity gave her the expert care, medication, and 

around-the-clock attention she needed to pull through.

Just days after being cleared by our medical team, Lilly became available 

for adoption�and within a week, she found a loving home ready to give 

her the fresh start she had fought so hard for. Thank you for turning a 

frightening diagnosis into a rewarding journey home!

A LITTLE DOG'S BIG FIGHT 
AGAINST PARVO
A LITTLE DOG'S BIG FIGHT 
AGAINST PARVO

A three-year-old American Pit Bull Terrier mix arrived at our shelter as a 

stray, ready for his next chapter. Two days later, his health took a sudden 

turn. Our Animal Care team reported that he began vomiting and seemed 

very uncomfortable. Quickly jumping into action, our veterinary 

professionals suspected a foreign object might be causing an intestinal 

blockage. 

With help and collaboration between both of our shelter campuses, this 

sweet pup was kept stable and comfortable until surgery could take place. 

And once it did, the mystery was solved�a well-loved plush bunny toy 

was lodged in his intestines. Our expert team immediately removed the 

blockage and put his aching tummy at ease. After the culprit was 

revealed, our staff couldn�t help but give him a name to match: Bunny. 

Thanks to your support, Bunny received the expert care and 

life-saving surgery he needed. From an expedient diagnosis 

to surgery to a full recovery, your compassion made every 

step possible. 

HOW BUNNY GOT HIS 
NAME�AND HIS SECOND 

CHANCE

HOW BUNNY GOT HIS 
NAME�AND HIS SECOND 

CHANCE



 

 

 

    

 

THANKS TO YOU, WE HAD A 
RECORD BREAKING EVENT! 
We�re still wagging our tails with excitement! The 35th 

Annual Fire Hydrant 5K & Expo, brought to you by 

Poudre Pet & Feed Supply, was our biggest and most 

successful ever! Thanks to your support, we raised 

nearly $112,000 for homeless animals in northern 

Colorado, and welcomed 1,020 participants on May 

31� the highest in FH5K history. A BIG thank you to 

all participants, volunteers, vendors, and sponsors for 

helping bring this ever-so-popular event to life!

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS

GALA.NOCOHUMANE.ORG

OCTOBER 4, 2025 AT 5PM

27TH ANNUAL TOP CAT & TAILS GALASPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 
2025 FH5K SPONSORS
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