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Hello and thank you for tuning in to the 2020 Top 
Cat & Tails Virtual Gala! I think it’s safe to say that 
this is not the gala any of us anticipated. While 
we’re all growing accustomed to our new virtual 
world, we – like many of you – held out hope that 
this would be an evening filled with handshakes, 
hugs and of course, pets for our adoptable animals. 
But if I’ve learned anything from my time at 
Larimer Humane Society, I’ve learned to embrace 
the unexpected. It’s through the unexpected that 
we learn to be flexible, patient, responsive and 
compassionate. 

The 2020 Top Cat & Tails Virtual Gala has 
provided all of us with the opportunity to embrace 
the unexpected. While we’ve carried over several 
gala mainstays – such as the silent auction and 
beloved Pet Parade – we’re bringing them to you in 
an entirely new format. And while we can’t sit and 
share a meal with you, we hope that you’re enjoying 
the locally-sourced treats in your Gala Party Box, or 
relaxing into a refreshment of your choosing. 

The Top Cat & Tails Gala continues to be our largest 
annual fundraiser. This year, much has changed. 
However, your support remains critical to ensuring 
bright outcomes for the thousands of animals in 
our care. So please join me in embracing the 
unexpected, and enjoy Larimer Humane Society’s 
first virtual Top Cat & Tails Gala.

With gratitude,

Judith A. Calhoun, CFRE, CAWA
CEO

Dear Friends,
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Schedule of
Events

6PM VIRTUAL SILENT AUCTION & COCK TAIL HOUR

7PM LIVESTRE AM BEGINS

7:40PM VIRTUAL FUNDR AISING APPE AL

8PM EVENT CONCLUDES

9PM SILENT AUCTION CLOSES

Stream the gala from our homepage on October 10th:

WWW.L ARIMERHUMANE.ORG 

Register for the auction before or during the live stream:

GAL A.L ARIMERHUMANE.ORG

How to Join
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The virtual auction opens on Monday, October 3rd at 12pm, and will close on Saturday, October 
10th at 9pm, following the conclusion of our livestream event. Participation is fun and easy! 
Simply follow these three steps:

      1. Register your mobile number and credit card information on our event registration  
          page (gala.larimerhumane.org) in advance of the event or upon arrival.

      2. Once the auction is open, you will receive an automated ‘Welcome’ text with a link  
           to your personal bidding and giving page.

      3. Click the link in the text to view, search, and bid on all available packages!

HOW TO BID

• You can choose to set a maximum bid. If your max bid is the highest, the system will 
automatically bid in your favor until you are outbid or until the silent auction closes. 
If your bid is lower than the highest max bid on that package, you will be prompted to 
enter a higher bid.

• To purchase a package at the Buy Now price, select the Buy button.

• If you’re out-bid at any point before the silent auction closes, you will receive a text 
message.

• To view packages you are bidding on, click the menu button and select Bids.

• Once the auction closes, the guest with the highest bid will win.

• You can check your winning packings in the Bids area.

HELPFUL BIDDING TIPS

How to Bid
This year, we’ll be hosting Larimer Humane Society’s first online, virtual auction 
and special fundraising appeal in support of northern Colorado’s homeless and 

abandoned animals. As our largest fundraiser of the year, we’re counting on 
your support to make Larimer Humane Society’s virtual gala a success!
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To show your support for the animals in our care, you may make a donation at any point 
during the auction or livestream event. Here's how:

     1. Gain access to your personal bidding page by following the three simple steps   
          outlined in the “How to Bid” guide.

      2. Once you have access to your personal bidding page, select the Donation button  
           on your home screen and choose a preset amount or select the Custom Amount
           button to enter the amount you wish to donate.

How to Give

Here’s how to make your donation as part of the special fundraising appeal:
      
      1. Have a secondary device (your phone, tablet or laptop) opened to your personal  
           bidding page once the special fundraising appeal begins during the livestream.

      2. Click on the Donate button, and then select the preset donation amount that             
           corresponds with the donation amount being requested by the auctioneer              
           (just like raising your paddle at a traditional gala).

      3. Receive thanks! Your donation will automatically be recognized on our “goal   
           thermometer” and you may receive a live shout out from our auctioneer and staff!

Following the close of the auction, your credit card will automatically be charged 
for any winning bids or specified donation amounts.

SPECIAL FUNDRAISING APPEAL
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Items will be available for pick up at Larimer Humane Society (3501 E 71st St Loveland, CO) on 
October 13th and 14th from 11am-6pm MDT. All gift cards or paper certificates will be mailed to 
the address provided upon registration. If you need to make other arrangements, please contact 
development@larimerhumane.org.

ITEM PICK UP

All items and services are subject to the terms and conditions specified by the donors.

All sales are final. There will be no exchanges or refunds, Larimer Humane Society does not make 
any expressed or implied warranties or guarantee on auction items regarding quality or value 
of items or services. Larimer Humane Society has attempted to describe and catalog all items 
correctly, but all items are offered and sold “as is” and “with all faults.”

Larimer Humane Society neither warrants nor represents, and in no event shall be responsible for 
the correctness of descriptions, genuineness, authorship, provenance or condition of items. No 
statement made in this catalog or make orally at the auction or elsewhere shall be deemed such a 
warranty for tax purposes or market value. Items have not been appraised unless otherwise noted.

Reservations for trips and vacation accommodations must be mutually arranged with the donor 
unless otherwise noted. No refunds will be allowed on travel packages for canceled tickets and/or 
accommodations.

By the buyer’s purchase, the buyer waives any claim for liability against Larimer Humane Society, its 
elected and appointed officials, members and employees, sponsors, volunteers connected with the 
auction, and/or the donor of the item. Neither Larimer Humane Society nor the donor is responsible 
for any personal injuries or damage that may result from the use of the property or services.

TERMS OF SALE

Your receipt will be mailed to you following the event and lists the fair market value of each item you 
have purchased. Any amount you pay over the fair market value would normally be available to you 
as a charitable contribution for tax purposes. Please consult with your tax advisor for specifics.

TAX INFORMATION

Auction Rules
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*As of September 28, 2020

Auction Donors
2 Dogs Quilting & Crafting

Adam Schultz

Alice Dunda 

Anheuser-Busch

Ashley Nason

Artisan You

Barbara Klein

Bruce and Sheri Stevens

Canino's Italian Restaurant

Catharine and Byron Sayers

Christy Schmuhl

Comedy Works

Cynthia & Doug Evans

Cuppy’s Coffee

Debby Claussen

Denver Museum of Nature & Science

Dierdre Sadeh

Elaine P Willis

Forma Furniture

Fort Fun

Great Harvest Bread Co

Gwen Ostby

Henry's Pub

Hot Corner Concepts

Houska Automotive Services

Jackie Abshire

Jacquiline Rohrbacker

Jean Mooney

Jewelry Emporium

Joan Hatch

Judy Calhoun and Cheryl Weill

K9Shrink

Kurt & Nicol Colicchio

La Buena Vida

Larry and Sheri Roos

LiLi Francuz

Marcia Wells

Melanie Baker

Michele Lier

Museum of Art Fort Collins

Painting with a Twist

Penny Quint

Poudre Pet & Feed Supply

Premier Skin Clinic

Ron Sutton

Sheila & John Kloster

Sibyl Stork

Social

Sonny Lubick Steakhouse

Spavia Foothills

Sport About Fort Collins

Susan Humphries

Susan Shattuck

Texas Roadhouse

The Armstrong Hotel

The Cupboard

The Stone Garden

Tylor Starr

Wendy Ware

YMCA of the Rockies
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It’s finally time to get away from home – 
but not too far – with a mountain retreat in 
beautiful Steamboat Springs. Treat yourself 
to a romantic getaway, or invite the entire 
family to join you for two nights in a four 
bedroom, ski-in ski-out condo. Whether you 
want to spend three days on the slopes or 
enjoy Steamboat’s fine dining and shopping, 
a selection of gift cards to local businesses 
will help you enjoy your stay!

Accommodations donated by Colleen and Keith Meyer

Steamboat Getaway

Live Auction
The 22nd Annual Top Cat & Tails Gala will feature three stunning “live” 

auction items. These items will be available for bidding at the opening of the
 auction on October 3rd. However, please note that bidding on these three 
items will close during the live auction segment of the livestream event.

Tantalizing Tanzanite
At its center, this stunning pendant necklace 
boasts a 1.42 carat tanzanite stone; the 
quintessential ‘haute fashion’ gemstone 
of the 20th century. The rare, violet–blue 
gemstone is studded with .30 carats of 
sparkling diamonds and set in 14 karat 
white gold. The lustrous pendant hangs 
on an 18 inch chain, waiting to adorn the 
neck of this lucky live auction winner!

Generously donated by Jewelry Emporium
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• Voucher for one free adoption 
at Larimer Humane Society

No one can survive 2020 without a 

loving companion by their side!

• $25 DoorDash gift certificate

So you can enjoy restaurant quality 

food while wearing a bathrobe

• 1/2 gallon of hand sanitizer

Guaranteed to kill viruses and dry out 

your hands for years to come

• 160 oz of hand soap

To help scrub away germs and all 

of the bad memories
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The year 2020 will go down as one to 
remember, but it’s not over yet! To make 
sure that you’re prepared for whatever 
else 2020 throws at you, this Survival 
Kit is an absolute must! Equipped with 
the most essential supplies, this kit is 
guaranteed to help you outrun the 
nightmare that is 2020.

2020 Survival Kit

• Non-contact forehead thermometer

Bonus: it doubles as a meat thermometer!

• 45-pack of mega toilet paper rolls

That’s a total of 12,375 sheets to get you 

through the darkest of times

• 5-pack of Clorox disinfecting wipes

So rare, they're more valuable than gold in 

the current market

• 2-pack of sweatpants

One pair for laundry day, and one 

pair for the rest of the week

• Sourdough starter

To help you bloom into the artisan 

baker you always knew you could be

• 50-pack of disposable face masks

Keeps you safe and keeps you from having 

to smile at strangers

• 1 gallon of Tito's vodka

No explanation necessary

• $30 Netflix gift certificate

How else are you going to watch the 

full season of Tiger King?
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PLEASE JOIN US IN THANKING THE 

FOLLOWING EVENT SPONSORS:

Presenting

Platinum

622 N. College Avenue, Fort Collins

(970) 482-2741  

6204 S. College Avenue, Fort Collins

(970) 255-1255

2601 S. Lemay Avenue Unit 18, Fort Collins

(970) 226-0277

2100 W. Drake Road Unit 6, Fort Collins

(970) 682-2585

2400 N. Lincoln Avenue, Loveland

(970) 800-3967

516 Main Street, Windsor

(970) 686-5547
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Gold

Bronze
ANIMAL ARTS

FOUR SEASONS VETERINARY SPECIALISTS

HUXLEY CPA CONSULTING

Special Thanks
VERN'S TOFFEE HOUSE
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© 2020 Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. ®/™ Trademarks owned by Hill's Pet Nutrition, Inc.
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Pounce on a super- low mortgage rate whi le you st i l l  can! 

Whether you want to buy a new home or ref inance to save 

extra cash, our team can help.  Prequal i fy remotely today.

IT’S THE CAT’S HOUSE.
YOU JUST PAY THE MORTGAGE.

HOUSELOAN.COM/MOUNTAINWEST 

970.206.4663

2809 East Harmony Road, Suite 200 |  Fort  Col l ins,  Colorado 80528 |  Branch NMLS 258839 

Not a commitment to lend. Borrower must meet qualification criteria. Equal Housing Opportunity.  

While refinancing could make a significant difference in the amount you pay each month, there are other 

costs you should consider. Plus, your finance charges may be higher over the life of your loan.
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Vision
L ARIMER HUMANE SOCIET Y IS A TRUSTED, RESPONSIVE 
COMMUNIT Y LE ADER, PROVIDING PROGR AMS AND SERVICES 
ESSENTIAL TO THE HIGH QUALIT Y OF LIFE FOR ANIMALS AND 
PEOPLE IN NORTHERN COLOR ADO. 

Mission
TO FURTHER THE COMPASSIONATE, SAFE, AND RESPONSIBLE 
REL ATIONSHIP BETWEEN ANIMALS AND PEOPLE.

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Judith A. Calhoun, CFRE, CAWA

Chief Executive Officer
 

Jen Valentine

Director of Operations
 

Marty Kennedy

Director of Finance
 

Jean Mooney, PHR

Director of Human Resources
 

Rigo Neira

Director of Animal Protection & Control
 

Kara Pappas, MNM

Director of Development &
Community Relations

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Timiry McCaskell

Keith Meyer

Haleigh Gonzalez 

Susan Shattuck

Paul Birdsall

Melinda Frye

Geneve Huxley

Kathy Kregel

Sheila Kloster

Margaret Olsen

Cheri O'Neill

Patrick O'Neill

Jim Watson

Chair

Vice Chair

Treasurer

Secretary

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member
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Thank You

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU NEXT

YEAR FOR THE 23RD ANNUAL

TOP CAT & TAILS GALA
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  for Coming!
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970.226.3647  •  LARIMERHUMANE.ORG 

twitter.com/ 
larimerhumane

facebook.com/ 
larimerhumane

Join our email list: 
larimerhumane.org


